

SECRET 1CM.A-U939 



Chief, Foreign Division If 



7 February 19$1 



Chief of Station, Karlsruhe 
REDBIRD/Operational 



REF: MDMIF-2SU* 



A. Belorussian Bnlgre Organizations 

B. Ibjor Boris BAOULA^ 



3 



DECLASS I F I ED AND RELEASED BY 
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
SOURCES METHODS EXEMPT I ON 3 B 2 B 
NAZI WAR CRIMES 01 SCLOSURE ACT 
DATE 2007 



REMARKS t The information contained in the foil owing paragraphs was received orally 
from ibjor Boris BAGULA in Brussels and Louvain on 27-28 January 1951* It served as 
the background for operational talks which are reported in MGM-A-li900. The 
authenticity of the information has not yet been checked or confirmed. The spelling 
of names is in most oases phonetic. Since the disseminations mentioned in 
MGK-S-J4892, para 2, 1 May 1950, should contain much basic information about Belo- 
russian organisations, we request to know under what registry number these 
disseminations were forwarded to us. Dp to this point, we have not been able to 
locate them. 



A. A listing of Belarussian Emigre Organizations 



1. The central organ of the Belorussian emigration is the Belorussian National 
Council under the leadership of Nikolai ABRAMT5HIK, who directs Council 
activities from Paris. The Council, or "Bada", considered by its followers 
to be an embryonic govemaent-in-erile, consists of about l£0 members who 
reside in the chief countries of Western Europe and the Americas. The 
Council is intended to function along the lines of 4 parlalment, but this 
has not actually been the case because of the distances separating the 
members. A memb< r of the Council has been appointed in each country to 
represent the interests of the Council and to coordinate the activities 

of the various Belorussian groups in the area. (Major RAGULA is the "l 
Council representative in' Belgium and, as such, has received a letter oil 
credence from the Council, whicl^it is interesting to note, has been ! ./fi 
useful in his dealings with Belgian officialdom. Major RAGULA has had ; r jU 
occasion to confer with government authorities regarding the welfare of 
Belorussian students now present in Belgium, since he heads the Belo- 
russian student organization mentioned below). 

2. The International Union of Belorussians, with branches in Western Buxope 
- and tbs Western Hemisphere, has the purpose of holding together the 

scattered members of the emigration and thus preserving the numerical 
strength of the group. In the United States, the Union has had the 
particular task of weening old emigrants away from C ommunis t-led 
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organization* which they joined in the war yean. The Union's 
activities are largely cultural and benevolent i choirs have been 
organized, news bulletins published, and so on* The chairmen of 
the various branches of the Union are listed below* It Is possible 
that a few of then nay have been replaced by new men since the 
Onion elections recently held in several countries. 



Union de Belorussians en France i 
for the entire organisation). 



Engineer KZLXEVSKI. (Central 



b* union de Belorussians en Belgiquei Engineer ZHTFEO. 

c. Union of Belorussians in ItagLand: Esther SIPOVICH. 

d. Union der Belorussen in Deutschland i Uagister KUSF7ICH. (Ibis 
group is practically defunct because nost Belorussians have left 
Germany.) 

e. Union of Belorussians in America* Hr* HOROSHBD. 
f* Union of Belorussians in Canada * Ur. AKDIA. 

g. UULon ds Belorusos in Argentina t Engineer lOBLAI. 

The union ds Cosbattanta Belorusaiens is a none or loss domsnt group* 
ii was organised for the purpose at putting on record the nnsse of all 
officers and non^coonlsoioned officers available for service in case 
of war* The leader of the group is Col. Francis KUSBAL, who in 
presently in Hew Toxic City, working as s furnace stoker* 

The membership of the Belorussian Uhjveralty Organisations in Foreign 
tfouhtarLee is comprised of studecta attending universities in lesiern 



Europe. " The group is headed by Major Berts RAGUXA, who has 
instrumental in securing financial aid for Belorussian students who 
have no means of support. The two main sources of revenue are the 
Roman Catholic Church, which is supporting students who are for the 
most part Orthodox, and the Belgian gove rnm e n t, which is diverting 
funds earmarked for IRO into this channel. RAOUIA spent three weeks"] 
in Rome personally negotiating Catholic aid* He was assisted by 
Father TATARINOTICH, who heads a Belorussian University Organisation! 
of about hO in Italy* A photograph of the stationery used by the / 
Central of this organization is included as an attachment. J 

i>. A youth organization along Boy Scout lines is under the direction of 
Dr* Tanka STANKTEVICH, who has emigrated to the United States* At 
tine the neaberahip of this group amounted to about 900, but pr esent 
figures are not known* 
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B. Biographical Sketch of Major Boris RAGULA 
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Boris RAGULA was bore on 1 January 1920, in Turac, Western Belorussia, 
which at that time comprised a part of Poland. He attended primary and 
secondary school in Nowogrodek, and in 1938 started to study nedicine 
in Vilao, but was soon called up for military service in the Polish 
any. He attended a reserve officers training school in Sanfarov from 
fall, 1938, until the outbreak of hostilities between Poland and Germaiy 
in September 1939. He went into action as a second lieutenant and on 
17 September was taken prisoner by the Germans. He was sent to a work- 
cusp near Konlgsberg, and after an escape attempt, he* was transferred 
to Bocholt, and later to Thorn. About 15 August 19^0, he was released 
and went hone to tfowogrodsk which v«a then occupiedby the Russians. 

He moved on to Lsoar to continue hie medical studies, but soon gave this 
up and accepted a job as an instructor in German add physical education 
at a school in Lubes in Russian-occupied territory. In January 19bl> 
he was arrested by the Soviets for remarks of s political nature which 
he made to his class, and was sent to Minsk for questioning. He was 
held until the outbreak of the Russo-German war In June 19ul, whan he 
malls use of the confusion to escape and get behind the German lines. 

By mid-July, he landed a job as an interpreter In the German military 
Gover nm ent administration for tbe Nomogrodek rayon, in Doc ember I9I4I, 
he organised a "yolkshaus", an cstablis latent which was supposed to 
foster Belorussian culture but which in fact served as cover for the 
first attempts to organise Belorussian resistance which was to be 
directed against all hoe tile outsiders, (m the Belorueeiaq^ resistance 
movement, the matter of political views was subordinate to tbe mein 
idea of establishing an independent Belorussian state.) Early in 19l£, 
the Germane had RAGOLA set up a six-month course to train school teachers. 

RAGULA made use of course time to spread the idea of Belorussian 
Independence. In July I$j2 , he participated in the founding of an 
illegal party in Minsk, the Belorussian Independence Party. At about 
the same time, he helped to organise and circulate an illegal Belo- 
russian bulletin which hit at the Germans for only pretending to 
create an independent Belorussia. The Germans got' wind of RAOULA's 

activities, and although they did not imprison him, managed to , 

neutralize his efforts. Early in 19b3, he succeeded in organising 

an illegal teachers seminar in which the idea of Belorussian 

independence was again given the main stress. This seminar group 

gradually developed into a military cadre around which national, as 

opposed to Communist, partisan bands were later formed. In September 

1943, the Germans sanctioned the formation of a Belorussian military 

unit. RAGULA organized a squadron of cavalry which the Germans thought 

was to be directed against marauding Conzainlst partisans but which 

RAOUIA and his Belorussians intended to use in helping to prevent the 

shooting of their compatriots by the Germans. In March 29Ui, the < 

squadron was enlarged to a battalion which was sent to the front near 
Glubokoye, again under RAGUIA'a command. At the time of the retreat 
from Belorussia in July I9W1, ammunition and other provisions mare 
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left with the members of tfa* battalion who stayed behind (seat did), 
and the root, about 50 or 60, went west to reform water BDCHKD'e 
riiand Toearda the end of 19bh, BAflUIA wee a eat to Berlin where be 
beoeme an aide to OSTHOWSKE, the Germane' puppet president of Baled 
rooela. OSTROVSKI sent AAOUIA as an emissary to General SIKHJJC of 
30th IafaattaT Division, under whose cosaad east Belorussian troops 
had been co meatrated, 8A0UIA sea to caenrlnBO the general that Balod 
ruselan offlcere and ICO' a should c amend Beloruaalan troops and that 
the division In offset should become e Beloru aalan unit. Tbs general 
scorned the idee, SAOUIA reported this to OSTROVSKI, who them settled 
on taking over one battalion. B&OULi me chosen r amending officer at 
the battalion, but as soon as he reported to SUBUTO for duty, tbs 
general sent Mb off to an officers training center near Stettin for e 
owe month course. BAGUIA me held lac i— mica do while in training* 
Before the end of training, the Eastern Front c allape ed and RAOUIA 
made his way to Fleneburg, and fron there to Saif eld In Thuringia, 
which the Americans were then occupying. In Self eld, IAGD1A helped 
to found a Belorussian committee which endeavored to tend ae my 
compatriots as possible to the west In order to save them from 
repatriation. Before the Russians moved Into Thuringia, RAOULA moved 
to Hfiofeld in Hernia, where he continued hie work with the Belorussian 
committee. Be also established contact with Belorussians In Begengbusg 
where n Belorussian Central Committee was formed In late 39l£. 2h 
the fall of 3$li5, RAGULA took op bis medical studies anno again at the 
OniTexvity of Marburg. In 1&6, be helped to organise the Belorussian 
students Into a group which has expanded Into the present student 
organization under his leadership. In l$k7, the Belorussian Rational 
Council In Baris came' to the surface after fears of repatriation had 
subsided, and in 1?1*8, BA.GUIA became a msaber of the Council. In the 
same year, he received permission to move to Belgium, where he 
continued his medical studies at the University of Louvain. Be has 
Just now completed medical school and will be engaged In tairtng the 
required state examinations until June 1951, 



Characterisation of BAGGIA 



RAOUIA la mature, intelligent, straight- 
good sense of fawwr. He Is completely 



Western In manner. He thinks rapidly end expresses himself well. i 
He speaks directly with no attempt to be aeoretlve or to sound importer*. 
He speaks Belorussian, Susa lan, fellah, German, Preach, and a T 

smattering of Flemish, and Italian, His Goman is completely gnostics! 
and as good as the case officer has over heard a Slav speak. In spite i 
of the accent. All In all, he seems like e very good choice on 1 

ABRAMTSHDCs pert to do liaison work with us. ^ 
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